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International Representation — 2023
Introduction

This report describes our participation and results in the 2023 international (FIPJP &
CEP) season. It does not provide any detailed commentary on the technical, tactical
or mental performance of players at the tournaments which is confidential to our
coaches.

Since the 2022 Annual General Meeting of Pétanque England (PE) our Senior Men
and Women have participated in the following international tournaments:

o The CEP Men’s European Triples Championships in Albertville, France
held between 17 and 19% September 2023; and

o The FIPJP World Triples Championship in Bangkok, Thailand held
between 23 and 27% November 2023.

At the PE Board Meeting held on 25™ April 2023, following discussions between
the Lead Member for Senior Men and National Coaches, it was decided not to
participate in the FIPJP World Singles, Doubles and Mixed Doubles Championships
in Cotonou, Benin scheduled for 11% to 13" September 2023 and the postponed
FIPJP Men’s World Triples Championships also in Cotonou, Benin to be held
between 14" and 17" September 2023.

We regret very much that we had no real other option than to join many other sister
federations in withdrawing as it is important that our talented players and coaches
are given the best international playing opportunities.

We also recognise and support the principle of holding major championships in all
parts of the world, but this does require that playing conditions, costs, security,
health, diarisation of other international tournaments and other logistics are
carefully assessed in the round. After careful consideration, unfortunately these did
not work for us in Benin.

Public: Senior International Representation 2023, February 2024 1



Tournament by tournament

Men’s European Triples Championship, 21 - 24 September 2023
Albertville, France

Team: Jason White, Scott Ashby, Dean Ashby and Reece Gould
Coach: Rowland Jones
Head of Delegation: Martin Hughes

Team selection

The team for this tournament was selected in line with the published 2023 Senior
International Representation 2023-24 document (February 2023).

In the case of the Triples, three separate competition days were held which
included the National Triples at Ferndown (27" May, 2023) and two further days at
Worthing (24" and 25" June, 2023). Points were allocated on the basis of the
finishing positions in each day and were personal; there was no requirement to play
in the same team on each competition day.

The document stated that for the triples ranking, those players ranked 1 to 3 would
be selected for international representation in 2023 subject to them meeting the
commitment and preparation requirements set by our National Coach. Those
players ranked 4 to 6 would be considered for selection as the fourth member of
the team.

The final rankings are shown in the table overleaf. After consideration by the
National Coach as to which fourth player might be the best fit for the team, taking
into account the assessed strengths and weaknesses of the top three ranked
players, their established roles during the SSE process as well as previous
international experience, it was decided to select Reece Gould.
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As part of the preparation for the tournament, the Lead Member and National
Coach arranged for the available members of the team (Dean, Jason and Reece) to
play at an international weekend tournament in Holland at the PUK club, near
Amsterdam. This was a competitive and useful preparation attracting high level
players including the Dutch National Men’s Triples team selected for the European
Championships.
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Precision shooting

Jason White was selected to undertake the precision shooting and overall shot to a
good standard. In the first round he achieved 31 points which placed him in 10%
position. The score required to go straight through to the quarterfinals was 36
points.

In the repéchage Jason followed up with 26 points giving a total of 57 points. This
placed him in 11* and missing out on qualification by 9 points.

Overall Jason threw the boule very well and although he felt he could have snuck
into the Quarter Finals, he was very positive and was looking forward to the
championship starting.

At the previous European Championships in Albena, Bulgaria (2019), Jason scored
21 points in the first round. This placed him joint 18%. He added 31 points in the
repéchage to finish on 52 points, finishing 16". The qualification bar in 2019 was
64 points.

This underlines the need to shoot in the 30’s to be competitive and at least get into
the head to heads.

There’s good reason to believe that Jason has the potential to improve in the
precision shooting in the future if he is successful in being selected. A medal to add
to that he won in this discipline at Espoirs level, the only male player to achieve this
in our history is definitely within his sights.

Public: Senior International Representation 2023, February 2024 4



Triples — Swiss

With an entry of 34 teams, the format for the Triples was the usual five-round
Swiss with the top 16 teams going into the European Championships and the
remaining 18 going into the Nations Cup.

First Round Swiss Opponents: France

This was a draw that the team were excited to get, and all looking forward to. The
team selected to start the game were Jason, Scott and Dean. The team started very
well and took a 4-0 lead, we had the last two boule the next end and unfortunately
did not make them count. The momentum of the game changed, and the French
started to control the ends better. The Team lost 13-4 but had competed against
the French team well. The team stats were as follows.

Dean: Pointing 77% Shooting 100% Overall 79%
Scott: Pointing 88% Shooting 50% Overall 71%
Jason: Pointing 0% Shooting 67% Overall 58%

Second Round Swiss Opponents: Estonia

The starting team for this game was Dean, Reece, and Jason. The team were very
aware that they could not afford to lose this game and started off a little hesitantly.
However they soon recovered their pose to win the game 13-4 in a reasonably
comfortable manner. The stats were as follows:

Dean: Pointing 60% Shooting N/A Overall 60%
Reece:Pointing 56% Shooting 0% Overall 50%
Jason: Pointing N/A Shooting 80% Overall 80%

Third Round Swiss Opponents: Latvia

The starting team for this game was Dean, Scott and Jason. The team were looking
to push on after their last win and put themselves in a good place for qualification
to the main. The team played a very solid game and won 13-4 The stats were as
follows:

Dean: Pointing 59% Shooting 0% Overall 54%
Scott: Pointing 75% Shooting 100% Overall 86%
Jason: Pointing 0% Shooting 84% Overall 73%
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Fourth Round Swiss Opponents: Slovenia

The starting team was Dean, Scott and Jason. After winning the last game the team
knew that a win in either of their last 2 games would probably put them into the
last 16 and avoid the Nations Cup. The Slovenia team were the side that had won a
bronze medal in the last European Championships and so we knew that we would
have to play well. The Team put up a top level display and beat the Slovenian team
13-0. The stats were as follows:

Dean: Pointing 88% Shooting N/A Overall 88%
Scott: Pointing 67% Shooting 100% Overall 88%
Jason: Pointing 100% Shooting 86% Overall 88%

Fifth Round Swiss Opponents: Sweden

The starting team was Dean, Scott, Jason. After the highs of the previous two
games the team was slightly flat and started slowly. We got ourselves back into
the game but unfortunately, we were outplayed by a team who had not long before
beaten the French team on the show terrain. The final score was 6-13. The stats
were as follows:

Dean: Pointing 55% Shooting 100% Overall 58%
Scott: Pointing 71% Shooting 20% Overall 50%
Jason: Pointing 25% Shooting 63% Overall 50%

The Swiss rankings table (see below) after the final game placed England in 13t
position and direct qualification into the last 16 of the tournament.

The team had achieved its primary target of reaching the knockout stages, the first
time this had been achieved for many years. This also meant that our qualification
for the next FIPJP Men’s World Triples Championships was guaranteed and did not
require a further win in the Nations Cup.

We often measure our success in these tournaments by comparing where we are in
relation to rivals or teams that have enjoyed greater success than we have at
preceding tournaments. In this respect it was notable that both Holland and
Germany failed to progress to the knockout stage of the Championship.
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This was the best placing after the Swiss for a decade and ensured that unlike the
previous three previous Men’s Triples European Championships, we did not find
ourselves in the Nations Cup.

The Buccholz score of 13 meant that our opponents had won an average of 2.6
wins, which meant that the draw had not been particularly easy. This was in fact a
mid-range level of difficulty in terms of the draw, with two of our opponents in the
top 6 of the rankings.

European Championships Knockout
Last 16 Opponents: Sweden

It was slightly unfortunate that the sequential draw based on the Swiss rankings
meant that we would face Sweden again. It would have added something
interesting if the team had faced a new opponent at the Championship. However,
facing Sweden again did not daunt the team in any way, in fact the determination
level was ramped up by the prospect.

The starting team was Dean, Scott and Jason. The team found themselves 8-0
down in quick time (without doing much wrong). They dug deep and kept
themselves in the match, some great attacking play got them back to 12-9 down
and within touching distance of a first ever Quarter Final for our country.
Unfortunately the very strong Swedish team managed to get over the line. The
stats were as follows:

Dean: Pointing 80% Shooting 50% Overall 75%
Scott: Pointing 67% Shooting 73% Overall 67%
Jason: Pointing 25% Shooting 75% Overall 67%

Assessment

Our National Coach reported to the PE Board that in his opinion, the team
performed to an exceptionally high level. He noted that in the 11 championships
that he had attended as either a player or a coach, he had never seen a team shoot
as well as this team. The team spirt was very good throughout and they all bought
into the brand of pétanque they wanted to play. The Coach also made special
mention of Reece Gould who did not get as much game time as he would have
liked. The attitude that he showed in supporting the team was magnificent, and he
validated his selection.
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Women’s World Triples Championship, 23 — 27 November 2023,
Bangkok, Thailand

Team: Becky Edwins, Hannah Griffin, Sarah Huntley and Kaylee Thatcher.
Coach: Jeremy Huntley.
Head of Delegation: Not sent.

Team selection

The team for this tournament was selected in line with the published 2023 Senior
International Representation 2023-24 document (February 2023).

In the case of the Triples, three separate competition days were held which
included the National Triples at Ferndown (27" May, 2023) and two further days at
Worthing (24*" and 25" June, 2023). Points were allocated on the basis of the
finishing positions in each day and were personal; there was no requirement to play
in the same team on each competition day.

The document stated that for the triples ranking, those players ranked 1 to 3 would
be selected for international representation in 2023 subject to them meeting the
commitment and preparation requirements set by our National Coach. Those
players ranked 4 to 6 would be considered for selection as the fourth member of
the team.

The final rankings are shown in the table overleaf. Becky, Hannah and Sarah won
all three rounds and amassed maximum points. After consideration by the National
Coach as to which fourth player might be the best fit for the team, taking into
account the assessed strengths and weaknesses of the top three ranked players,
their established roles during the SSE process as well as previous international
experience, it was decided to select Kaylee Thatcher.

As part of the preparation for the tournament, arrangements were made for the
selected team members to play at an international weekend tournament in Holland
at the PUK club, near Amsterdam. This was a competitive and useful preparation
although a gender specific tournament would probably be optimal.
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Precision shooting

Sarah Huntley was selected to undertake the precision shooting and scored 21
points in the qualifying round. Sarah was ranked joint 17% out of 41 and was just
two points short of qualification for the repéchage.

As is often the case there are fine margins and just a hit on the jack in the final
round would have led to a further chance to qualify for the Quarter Finals.

The results in the shooting reflected a wider trend in the Women'’s game (and
arguably in the Men’s game as well) of increasing dominance by South East Asian
countries.
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After the repéchage, a Quarter Final place was achieved by a minimum cumulative
two-round total of 38 points.

In the Quarter Final onwards, the minimum winning score was 35 points in the
Quarter Finals, 25 in the Semi Final and 42 in the Final. The gold medallist, Khin
Cherry Thett of Myanmar never shot lower than 35 in the five rounds she shot in
and averaged 41 points.

Shooting consistently mid-thirties upwards has to be the target to medal.

Sarah is a highly experienced international competitor at this level and has two
bronze medals in precision shooting at both at World (2011) and European (2016)
levels. In 2019 at the World Championships (Santa Susanna, Spain), Sarah missed
out on the repéchage by just one point, also scoring 21 points. In 2017 at the World
Championships (Kaihua, China), Sarah scored 24 points in qualification and then a
very good 35 in the repéchage for a combined total of 59 points, unluckily leaving
her just three points short of a Quarter Final place and placing her 10* in the world
at the time.

Given her record in the discipline it remains a realistic prospect for Sarah to medal
again in this discipline should she be selected in the future. However, it is important
to recognise that it is becoming increasingly tougher to be competitive in precision
shooting at world level, given the upward trajectory of the South East Asian
countries.

Triples - Swiss

With an entry of 43 teams, the format for the Triples was a five-round timed Swiss
with the top 24 teams going into the World Championships and the remaining 20
going into the Nations Cup. The teams ranked 1 to 8 would proceed directly to the
Round of 16 while the teams ranked 9 to 24 would play a ‘cadrage match’. The
winners would progress to the last 16 and the losers would drop into the Nations
Cup.

Game 1: v Vietnam L 4-13
Game 2: v Hong Kong W 13-7
Game 3: v Chinese Taipei L 6-13
Game 4: v Scotland. W 1-13
Game 5: v Malaysia. L 2-13
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After the Swiss, the published rankings showed that we were in 27% spot, which
put us into the Nations Cup. As is always the case with the Swiss format at
international championships, the minimum target is three wins out of five and
England’s continuation to the knock out stages of the World Championships hinged
on the fifth match against a strong Malaysian team.

Two teams made it into the cadrage on just two wins, but the Buccholz score for
qualification was 14 points. England had 12 Buccholz points, which meant that the
average number of wins per opponent was 2.4. The score was adversely affected
by two of England’s opponents (Scotland and Hong Kong) only winning one game
out of five (one of these wins was a bye). Three of England’s opponents in the
Swiss progressed: Malaysia made it to the final 16, Chinese Taipei to the Quarter
Final and Vietnam were Gold Medallists.

Triples — Nations Cup

Cadrage: v Australia W 13-2
Round of 16: v Czech Rep. W 13-5
Quarter Final: v Denmark L 8-13
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Assessment

This tournament involved a long haul flight and on arrival the team was faced with
unsatisfactory accommodation which necessitated finding an alternative. This
course of action was followed by several federations.

The playing surface was very challenging and demanding boule to boule shooting
and lob pointing. As we have identified on many occasions previously this poses
particular difficulties for English players both male and female given the lack of
available surfaces of this type domestically, although we have prioritised more
technical surfaces for the SSE process in recent years.

A wider observation of European teams suggested that they too found the surface
challenging. European federations that are normally highly competitive such as
Belgium, Italy and Denmark ended up in the Nations Cup. Six out of the eight
quarter finalists were from South East Asia.

It’s fair to acknowledge that we have found Women’s World Championships tough
over recent years. In the last three Women's Triples World Championships we have
not met our objective of qualifying for the knockout rounds of the tournament and
nor have we medalled in the Nations Cup.

In 2021 (Santa Susanna, Spain), after the resumption of international competitions
post COVID, we won two games in the Swiss and were placed 27 out of 37 in the
Swiss rankings. We went on to lose against Canada in the Quarter Final of the
Nations Cup.

In 2019 (Cambodia), we again won two games in the Swiss and were placed 40%
out of 48 in the rankings. We lost in the first round of the Nations Cup to Denmark,
with the latter going on to win a Bronze Medal.

In 2017 (Kaihua, China), we performed very well, winning three Swiss games out of
five, including one of the best wins we have ever achieved defeating Thailand 13-2.
We were placed 11% in the Swiss ranking, defeated our rivals Holland in the
knockout cadrage and then lost to ltaly in the Round of 16 in poor weather
conditions. ltaly went on to win a Bronze Medal.

We have undoubtedly made progress in other formats of the Women’s game in
recent years and we have internationally competitive players backed up with
effective and experienced coaching input. A more positive take on Cambodia 2023
might be that arguably we did not lose to any opponent we shouldn’t have done
and that the team ethic and spirit was very positive.
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Conclusion

We should place on record our appreciation of the efforts of all our players in the
2023 international tournament season.

Our players that competed internationally were a credit to our country in the way
they conducted themselves and by the way they took on the challenge of elite level
competition.

It's always important to recognise the constraints we face in terms of limited
financial and human resources along with a critical lack of an indoor facility to
maintain year round play and training. It could be argued that with the size of
membership of PE, we often ‘punch above our weight'.

We played 14 matches in the two international tournaments where overall we won
7 (50%) and qualified for the top 16 In the Men’s European Triples.

Our Coaches, Rowland Jones and Jeremy Huntley made a hugely important
contribution to the success of our players and teams. Consistency in coaching
personnel and input is an important factor in achieving success and represents an
improvement on past practice where we often had a different Coach for every
tournament at Senior level.

Author: Martin Hughes, PE Board Member and Lead Member for Senior Men with
input from Rowland Jones and Jeremy Huntley, Senior Men’s and Women’s
Coaches 2023.
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